
OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
held on
THURSDAY 10th APRIL 2025 at 7.00pm at OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL


PRESENT:
[bookmark: _Hlk166597948]Lindsey Parsons (Chair), Gina Mear (Clerk), Tina Gardener, Connie Sanders (Vice Chair), Steve Parker, Mike Haycraft, Dave Dodge and three members of the public.

053/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Carol Bradbury, Cllr Mike Caswell and Cllr Brian Bolt.

DECLARATION(S) OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS:
There were no declarations of members’ interests. Member’s Interests are disclosed at the time of taking Office. This information can be viewed on the Somerset Council website.

PUBLIC SESSION (INCLUDING SOMERSET COUNCIL COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
· It was suggested that an electric vehicle charging point could be installed in the village, a possible site for this could be the Brookside Road garages site should the parish council purchase it.
· A digger has been seen on the village side of the pill, possibly putting in another landing slip. The parish council is not aware of any work being done.

054/25	MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 13.03.25
The minutes of the Meeting held on 13.03.25 were APPROVED and signed by the Chair.

055/25	PLANNING MATTERS:
39/25/00002/FHY Alteration and replacement of noted 20th century windows. Hill House Christian Centre, Otterhampton. All councillors agreed to SUPPORT this application.

056/25 FINANCE:
1. Bank Reconciliation and Budget Statement for March 2025 
The budget statement and bank reconciliation for March 2025 was circulated prior to the meeting and was agreed. The balance at the 31st March 2025 was £32,572.80 including reserves of £21,376.01.
2. The following payments were AGREED:
a) G Mear - £622.27 (Clerk salary – March 2025)
b) Nest - £43.56 (Pension contribution)
c) B Leathwood - £233.64 (Otter Tales Printing)
d) Somerset Council - £324.60 (Grass Cutting)
e) Chew Valley Trees - £309.00 (Trees for Steart)
f) SALC - £385.32 (SALC Affiliation Fee & NALC Fee)
3. Income Received:
a) Homes in Sedgemoor - £758.55 (Garage Contents)
4. 2025/26 Budget Meeting
a) A meeting to discuss the 2025/26 expenditure has been scheduled for Tuesday 22nd April at 7.00pm.

057/25	HINKLEY POINT C
a. Clerk to chase SPS regarding buses parking up and idling at Crossways.
b. Clerk to notify HPC of antisocial noise between the hours of 5 and 6am.

058/25 HIGHWAYS 
a. Parking opposite the Anchor – vehicles are still being parked in this area. A concrete post at the entrance to the path to the play area was knocked by a recycling lorry. Clerk to contact Somerset Waste Partnership.
b. 20mph speed limit – The volume of traffic going through the village has increased significantly. In order to apply for a 20mph speed limit, a consultation with residents must be carried out. A survey will go in the next edition of Otter Tales. S Parker to organise this. The cost to implement a 20mph speed limit is a £500 non-refundable fee and up to £7,500.
c. Road Signs - The Combwich sign is still to be replaced. It was asked if the sign can incorporate a 20mph notice (i.e. 20 is plenty). Clerk to chase Highways regarding moving a new sign to nearer the entrance to the village.
d. A member of public had asked if double yellow lines can be added to the bottom of Church Hill to stop cars parking right before the bend as you go down the hill. Cars going towards Brookside Road are having to drive on the wrong side of the road going into a sharp bend. Clerk to write to residents regarding inconsiderate parking.

059/25 DEFIBRILLATOR
The battery died on the defibrillator housed in the telephone box but it was replaced within 24 hours. London Hearts currently has an offer for defibrillators and all councillors agreed to the purchase of a new defibrillator at a cost of £1,159.20 incl. VAT, Clerk to order. The school has a defibrillator but it is currently stored inside the building.

060/25 WHARF ROAD
a. The foliage previously cut back has now been removed.
b. Concerns have been raised about cars speeding along the road to the angler car park. The Angling Association will be informed.
c. A van has been parked in the passing place. A letter will be sent to the owner.
d. Soil and turf have once again been laid on the verge of the road. A letter will be sent to the culprit to get it removed.

061/25 ENHANCEMENTS
a. Village Gardener – The border by Brick House on Wharf Road needs tidying
b. Use of pesticides – The approval of Glyphosate has been extended until 15.12.26, to allow for a renewal application to be assessed. If it is not renewed alternative methods will need to be sought. The Parish Council should reconsider the purchase of Foamstream.
c. Community Payback – Hammerite paint and brushes are still to be purchased.
d. Trees
· Trees have been purchased and planted at Steart
e. Brownie Copse
· A Dutch Elm Has been ordered and will be planted in the area to the right of the Copse. 
· Brownie Bench – further research is required to find a suitably priced bench. This will be situated in a location outside of the Brownie Copse, which is still to be decided
· The pile of brambles cut last year still need to be cleared
f. Tree at Bolham Bridge
· The tree that came down last year has only been partially removed. This will be reported on Fix my street.
g. Emptying of bins
· The Parish Council previously paid for all dog bins and litter bins in Combwich to be emptied. These were charged at £2.68 per empty with an annual charge of £1,784.64. The new charges from 01.04.25 are £6.50 per empty, but we only be charged for the 3 bins on Parish Council land at an annual cost of £2,028. Councillors agreed to continue with the bin emptying by Cleans Surrounds (Somerset Council).

061/25 SALC – COMMUNITY HEALTH & WELLBEING PROGRAMME
S Parker was successful in his application for a grant and has been awarded £2,500.00. The Parish Councill will administer this grant.

062/25 FLOODING
a) Homes in Sedgemoor Garage – We have now been reimbursed £758.55 for the contents of the garage 
b) Brook– Although the Environment Agency agreed to clear the vegetation in the brook by the end of January it has still not been completed. It also has not been dredged for several years. A greenhouse has slipped in to the brook from a garden. The Environment Agency will be contacted regarding all of these issues.

.

063/25 MEETING REPORTS
a. School– L Parsons attended a meeting on 31.03.25. Items discussed included; the Gardening Club will be going to the school to talk with the children, more volunteers are required to help ban the barrier before and after school, a school trip to Bristol is planned for the summer term, and the number of children attending the school in September will be reduced.
b. Parish Summit – This was arranged by Sir Ashley Fox MP. Planning and flooding issues were the main topics discussed. He would like to visit all Parish Councils and it was suggested that this takes place at the Friday coffee morning.
c. SSG – R Perrett attended and advised there was nothing of interest to the parish to note. Fuel will be emptied from the reactor at HPB by next year.

064/25 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES
a.   OPRA (T Gardener) – The Silent Disco for Primary age children took place on 27th March and was well attended and enjoyed by all. Forthcoming events include the Easter Egg Hunt on Good Friday, the Easter Quiz on Easter Sunday and the Vintage Tea Dance on 3rd May. 
b.   Steart Ward (D Dodge) – Rosie Best has sent a letter of thanks for the trees planted in the grounds of Steart Church. There is a potential for flood events to be compounded by tidal flow entering in-view drainage ditches. Dog fouling continues to be an issue along the roadsides and paths of Steart. This is not only unpleasant for other workers but can be harmful to cattle. T|he full report has been circulated to councillors
c.   Social Media (D Dodge) – It was noted that a new website would cost from £400.00
· Dog fouling campaign is going well and has received a positive response.

[bookmark: _Hlk101723808]065/25	FORTHCOMING MEETINGS:
a. OVH – 15.04.25
b. Community Forum – 15.05.25
c. LCN AGM – 18.06.25
d. Transport Forum – 10.07.25

066/25 CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATIONS
a) Correspondence has been received from a resident concerned about the placing of compost bins beside Wharf |Road

067/25	DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:
The next meeting will be the Annual meeting and will be held on Tuesday 20th May 2025, 6.30pm at Otterhampton Village Hall. 

The meeting finished at 9.17pm



Signed: 					(Chair)		Date 20th May 2025  
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